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THE 1937-38 WINTER 


The 1937-38 Winter was a real test in operating train schedules over mountain district with @ minimm 
of snow shed protection as compared with miles of sheds over the single track line of former years. 
Annual snow fall averaged 408 inches, The winter of 1937-38 brought a fall of 819 inches. This snow fall 
the average fall and 27 % increase over the average fall for the nine heavy snow 
fall seasons for a period of 58 years. (See Snow Fall chart Page 1) 
The temperatures throughout the winter were exceedingly mild. The snows were wet and extremely heavy, 
The water content of snow during April reached 40%. Meltage and run off were gradual through March,April and 
ht. Six slides occurred between Mile Posts 173-175 at Smart caus- 
jor slide occurred at Eder, passed over slide wall and sheds with 
of shed back work. April thaws caused snow to melt rapidly on hillside abutting 


nnel 11, the snow slipped and crushed a 40 foot section of back work. Thawing: 


: 
444440 o ~_% 


sheds east of Butte Canyon bridge, the load causing 
miles of double track with 36 inches of 
10-1911 winter with 1937-1938 


Increase Decrease 


towne — << 


i? n Inches 

563" 515 4256" 45% 
From the above figures th has | 65% increase in min line miles, a winter with 45% more snow 
712% less shed protection. I iew of the fact the district was operated during 1937-38 winter with few 


traffic interruptions it would seem a reasonable balance has been reached between the remining shed 


protection and modern power and equipment for removing the snows. 


The equipment assigned to the Mountain District for the 1937-38 Winter was: 


6 Flangers 
6 Rotaries 
Jordan Spreaders 
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